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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR MILI MORG 

SUBJECT: LTG BUMBA DROPPED AS CAPTAIN GENERAL OF THE ARMED FORCES 

REF: KINSHASA 6192 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED MOBUTU ANNOUNCEMENT TO TAKE OVER THE ARMY 
GENERAL STAFF AND TO ASSUME TOTAL CONTROL OF THE MILITARY. JULY 
1 SPEECH, HOWEVER, MADE NO EXPLICITI REFERENCE TO FATE OF CAPTAIN 
GENERAL BUMBA. LOCAL MEDIA SUBSEQUENTLY REPORTED THAT IN LINE WITH 
ARMY REFORM, MOBUTU ISSUED DECISION THAT BUMBA WILL HENCEFORTH BE 
"AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE PRESIDENT." AT THE SAME TIME, GEN. BABIA, 

CURRENT DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL 

DEFENSE (DDN) WAS NAMED ACTING CAPTAIN GENERAL WHILE HIS DEPUTY, 

COL. BOPEYA REPLACED HIM AS ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL. PRESIDENTIAL 
DECISION FURTHER CONFIRMED BG SINGA AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE GEN- 
DARMERIE ( A POST HE HELD BEFORE HE WAS PLACED IN COMMAND OF 
THE SHABA OPERATION); COL. KIKUNDA AND CAPTAIN LOMPONDA AS, RES- 
PECTIVELY, CHIEFS OF STAFF OF THE AIR FORCE AND THE NAVY. MOBUTU 
DESIGNATED HIMSELF AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE GROUND FORCES TO 
REPLACE COL. MAMPA NOW UNDER DETENTION; AND HE CONFIRMED BG LIKULIA 
IN HIS PLSITION AS AUDITEUR GENERAL (HIGHEST LEGAL AUTHORITY IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 KINSHA 06243 051459Z 
THE FAZ). 

2. COMMENT: MOVE APPEARS CLEARLY ATTEMPT TO DO AWAY WITH 
POST OF CAPTAIN GENERAL WITHOUT MAKING IT TOO OBVIOUS. RATHER 
THAN TAKE MORE DRASTIC ACTION AGAINST BUMBA, MOBUTU CHOSE MORE 
TYPICALLY AFRICAN SOLUTION OF SMPLY EASING HIM OUT BY KEEPING 
HIM AROUND BUT WITHOUT EFFECTIVE COMMAND. IT REMAINS TO BE 
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SEEN HOW BUMBA WILL REACT TO HIS APPARENT OUSTER. AT PRESENT, 

DUST HAS YET TO SETTLE AS MORE CHANGES ARE EXPECTED IN THE 
MILITARY. 

CUTLER 
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